22                               LAW OF CONTBACTS.
what the law will consider a reasonable time, the actual length of time depending altogether on the nature of the transaction.
15.    Qualified assent.    Whenever a proposition made by one party is accepted  by  another  with  any kind of qualification or change of the conditions or wording of the  original proposition,   such  an acceptance  is   simply the   making of a counter proposition to the first party, and does not constitute an agreement until such party has in  turn  assented  fully to the entire proposition as last stated, and if he  again assents to the proposition with further changes or amendments, it becomes again a new proposition, which must be agreed to by the second party, before it becomes binding on the party to whom it is sent.    The assent which finally makes of the offer or proposition a binding contract, is the full, absolute, and unconditional acceptance of its terms.
16.    Qualified offers.   The party making the offer has the right to prescribe in it the time, place, form, or other condition of acceptance, in which case such offer can be accepted only in the manner prescribed.    This privilege   on the part of the proposer does not enable him to impose the condition, however, that a failure to receive an acceptance by a certain time will be construed as an acceptance.    In other words, he may not impose the conditions of refusal.
17.    Implied acceptance.    An offer may be accepted by merely acting upon it, the act becoming an acceptance from the time it was performed.    Thus an offer  to  purchase  goods may be accepted by simply shipping the goods,   or in the case of   a  published  offer of  a reward  for the  apprehension of a criminal, the act of   apprehending  is   construed  as  both an acceptance and fulfillment of the contract.
18.   Failure of agreement by mistake.  The parties to an agreement are bound to the fulfillment of the  same  in